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Nearly 98 percent of older Ohioans were 

enrolled in Medicare in 2011, and nationwide 
more than 50 million seniors and people with 
disabilities are covered under Medicare. 

Medicaid matters because 1 in 5 Americans 
and 1 and 3 children receive health care 
through Medicaid. Providing preventative care 
and lifelong health assistance is not only the 
right, moral thing to do, it is also fiscally re-
sponsible. 

I look forward to continuing to work to 
strengthen and protect these programs and to 
ensure that the promise of health and eco-
nomic security will be there for generations to 
come. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO REV. MARK 
MCCOLLUM AND THE NEW HOME 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, Rev. Mark McCollum was born in Sun-
flower, Mississippi on June 12, 1934. In 1954 
he moved to Chicago, Illinois. In 1964, Rev. 
Mark McCollum and a small group of faithful 
followers and believers founded the New 
Home Baptist Church in February of that year. 
The church’s first location was in the Stone 
Temple Baptist Church Annex on Millard and 
Douglas Boulevard. A year later on March 19, 
1965, Pastor McCollum lost his right arm in an 
accident and the church moved several times 
before locating to 349 South Cicero Avenue. It 
was always Pastor McCollum’s desire to be in 
a church building and the New Home Family 

worked and prayed for forty years for it to hap-
pen. They called those years, the wilderness 
years, referring to the 40 years the children of 
Israel wandered in the wilderness after leaving 
Egypt. The Church and its pastor had their 
challenges and struggles but as a skilled lead-
er, administrator and businessperson, the 
church acquired most of the 300 South Cicero 
Avenue block and used it as leverage to pur-
chase the new church location at 4804 W. 
Polk Street, which is now known as Dr. Mark 
McCollum Avenue. 

While being a great preacher and pastor, 
Dr. Mark McCollum is also known as one of 
the greatest gospel singers in the world, and 
brings great joy and inspiration to thousands 
every week with his voice. He can be heard 
on radio every Sunday night on AM 1450 at 
9:00 pm where thousands wait for his theme 
song, ‘‘I Will Trust In The Lord Until I Die.’’ 

Finally, the wait was over and for the past 
ten years the New Home Congregation has 
been worshiping at 4804 W. Polk St. in Chi-
cago, Illinois and saying thanks be to God for 
all that he has done. As one who lived at 5252 
W. Polk Street for twenty years, I say thank 
you New Home, Thank You Dr. Mark McCol-
lum for all that you mean to our community! 

God Bless and Keep you. 
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HONORING CLEOTHA SADDLER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 30, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable hero, 
Cleotha Saddler. 

Cleotha Saddler was born on February 1, 
1945 in Illinois to Garfield Allen and Viola Orr. 
She grew up in a home with six other relatives 
until her father decided he would raise her in 
Memphis, TN. Cleotha attended Mississippi 
Valley State University where she earned mul-
tiple degrees in elementary education. She 
later married Frank Saddler, Jr., settled in 
Marks, MS, and gave birth to nine children. 

Today, Cleotha, also known as ‘‘Cleo’’ or 
‘‘Lou,’’ is the rock of her family. She continues 
to care for her children, and take care of her 
grandchildren. Over the course of her life, she 
has contributed to her community tremen-
dously. Her name has become one so com-
mon for helping others that the desire from 
others to want to help even her grandchildren 
has increased. She is most known in her ef-
forts for raising money for those in need. 

In 2005, she stood at the main intersection 
in Marks, MS tirelessly to gather donations 
from townspeople to send to Louisiana for 
Hurricane Katrina victims. In addition to that, 
she has never been reluctant to gather dona-
tions in that same way for families who cannot 
afford to pay for the funerals and burials of 
their loved ones. She comforts those families, 
not just with funds but with endless visits and 
‘‘check-in’’ calls. She also helps organizations 
to decorate and/or cook for different events in 
the community. She is one that is very sup-
portive of the school system, in reference to 
achieving adequate education. Cleotha is 
never hesitant to help anyone in any way that 
she possibly can. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Cleotha Saddler for she is 
definitely the epitome of an unsung hero. 
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